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lights which I possess, to review the conduct of this party, in connection with the war, and the events which immediately pre* ceded it.
It will be recollected, sir, that our great causes of quarrel with Great Britain, were her depredations on Northern commerce, and the impressment of New England seamen. From every quarter we were called upon for protection. Importunate as the West is now represented to be, on another subject, the importunity of the East on that occasion was far greater. I hold in my hands the evidence of the fact Here are petitions, memorials, and remonstrances from all parts of New England, setting forth the injustice, the oppression, the depredations, the insults, the outrages, committed by Great Britain against the unoffending commerce and seamen of New England, and calling upon Congress for redress. Sir, I cannot stop to read these memorials. In that from Boston, after stating the alarming and extensive condemnation of our vessels by Great Britain, which threatened " to sweep our commerce from the face of the ocean/' and " to involve our merchants in bankruptcy," they called upon the government " to assert our righfe/rand to adopt such measures as will support the dignity and honor of the United States."
From Salem, we heard a language still more 8ecisive; they call explicitly for " an appeal to arms," and pledge their lives and property, in support of any measure which Congress might adopt. From Newburyport, an appeal was made, " to the firmness and justice of the government, to obtain compensation and protection/3 It was here, I think, that when the war was declared, it was resolved " to resist our own government, even unto blood!"
In other quarters, the common language of that day, was, that our commerce, and our seamen, were entitled to protection; and that it was the duty of the government to afford it, at every hazard. The conduct of Great Britain, we were then told, was " an outrage upon our national independence." These clamors, which commenced as early as January, 1806, were continued up to 1812. In a message from the governor of one of the New England States, as late as October 10, 1811, this language is held; " a manly and decisive course has become indispensable; a course to satisfy foreign nations, that while we desire peace, we foave the means and the spirit to repel aggression. We are false